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Letters to the Editors 





The Assembly’s “Moderators” Are Discussed 





Kentucky ‘‘Yes’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

As a minority of one, I wish to voice 
my disagreement with the conclusions ex- 
pressed in your July 16 editorial, “The 
Multitude of ‘Moderators.’” I attended 
the General Assembly as commissioner 
from Louisville Presbytery and had no 
such feeling over the Moderator’s action 
as you suggested. 

His first assistant named, joint or what- 
ever you wish to call him, spelled him at 
the meetings in Orlando. The other men 
named later, residing in widely separated 
sections of the territory covered by the 
church, were to substitute for him when 
he was called on to make addresses at a 
distance involving tiresome travel. I think 
we all understood that. 

It was brought out, as I recall, that 
when Dr. McCain was invited for such 
appearance away from home, and could 
not go, he would recommend inviting the 
nearest assistant moderator as his substi- 
tute, even suggesting reimbursement for 
covering expenses, that these assistants 
might not be out of pocket. 

Dr. McCain is at the three score and 
ten mark. Our country is criticized for 
killing its presidents. One, before his 
death from overwork, initiated anonymous 
assistants to bear some of his burden. 
Does THE OUTLOOK suggest less be done 
for the General Assembly’s Moderator? 

WALTER DISTELHORST. 

Louisville, Ky. 


Kentucky ‘‘No’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I take this opportunity to congratulate 
you on your splendid editorial in the 
July 16 issue of THE OUTLOOK entitled, 
“The Multitude of ‘Moderators.’"” When 
Dr. McCain made his preposterous proposi- 
tion, I said to a number of commissioners 
near me that this would mean just five 
more bureaucrats. When the vote was 
taken, mine was the lone “No” cast. 

In a verbal report of the Assembly to 
our congregation, I said in part that our 
Federal constitution plainly shows that 
much of it was taken from the constitu- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church, and that 
it is a well known fact that the setup of 
our Federal Government was copied after 
the government of the Presbyterian 
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Church. Now, I said, our church is re- 
turning the compliment and like the Fed- 
eral Government, our church too has gone 
bureaucratic. As proof, I cited the great 
increase in the number of secretaries and 
sub-departments of our church under its 
re-organization, and the resultant in- 
crease in the cost of operation. I was one 
of the few commissioners who voted 


against the employment of an architect. 
I figure we need an architect like we necd 
the measles. I was one of a considerable 
minority that voted against the employ- 
ment of the Secretary of the Minister and 
His Work at Massanetta Springs in 1950. 

Foreign Missions are being hampered 
for the lack of funds, yet our commis- 
sioners continue to add more jobs to a 
machine that is already creaking because 
there is not enough’ “oil” to go around. 
Now we have an ad interim committee 
investigating insurance rates and consid- 
ering the advisability of our church enter- 
ing the insurance business. Our church's 
sole business is to save souls, not to draw 


plans of buildings, and not even to con-_ 


sider entering the fire insurance business. 
Both our Federal Government and our 
church must sometime in the very near 
future quit adding jobs in Washington, 
and in Richmond and Atlanta. 
J. E. McSHANE. 
Corbin, Ky. 


Moderators and Coats 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Since you want less than 300 words, 
please record me as being very much op- 
posed to the fragmentation of the office 
of moderator. Your editorial (July 16) is 
splendid. 

Also record me as unable to understand 
why the male of the species continues to 
submit to the slavery of coats in summer 
time. 

WILBUR La ROE, Jr. 

Washington, D. C. 


More on the Moderators 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I want to express my warm appreciation 
for the editorial and to register my full 
agreement with and hearty commendation 
of this discussion of the “Senior” Modera- 
tor’s action. Your editorial is remarkably 
well written, both in its truthfulness and 
in its restraint. Something simply had to 
be said about it, and I want to thank you 
that you have said the right thing so well. 

MINISTER. 





Your editorial about the moderators is 
interesting and timely. You handled the 
matter in a very decent and delicate way, 
but you are properly forthright. I am 
certainly glad you wrote the editorial. 

TENNESSEE. 


Better Way Than ‘‘Coats Off’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The letter from Mr. Carl Shires about 
Presbyterian perspiration touches me 
deeply! 

Let the men arise and shake off their 
shackles if they want to. When Presby- 
terians DO pull off their coats things look 
better, I think! 

But there is yet another way—“a more 
excellent way.” 

Get your men to install air-conditioning! 
They do it in their offices, in their homes. 
Why not in the church? 


We have a wonderful experience each 
Sunday in our church. One of our deacons 


GAVE us two units, at a cost of about 
$3,500, and when the temperature is §5 
or 95 outside the church, inside the church 
it is 80 or 75 or 70, according to the need, 

This is our second summer with air- 
conditioning in our auditorium and we 
love it. Just a friendly suggestion to 
Brother Shires! Thanks, Mr. Editor! 

S. WILKES DENDY. 
Dalton, Ga. 


® EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. Dendy here 
strikes the central note. Even if coats 
are discarded, churches still have a duty 
to make the place of worship conducive to 
worship and comfortable: temperature, 
lights, glare, comfort of pews, arrange- 
ment, ete, 


Agrees With Dabbs 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. I want to express my appreciation 
for the article, “Last Stronghold of Segre- 
gation” (July 16). I feel that ft is a very 
timely article and I trust it will do much 
to arouse the consciences of our people. 
I have been saying certain things along 
the same line for quite a while and I do 
feel that the first step is to create an un- 
easy conscience in the matter. 

Ball teams, bands and orchestras, com- 
munist cells, and even the United States 
Congress, all contain members of the two 
major races in the United States and as 
Mr. Dabbs suggests, the church still clings 
to its traditional pattern. ... 

EDWARD H. PRUDEN. 

First Baptist Church, 

Washington, D. C. 


@Note—For an article by Dr. Pruden, 
See page 5. 


Foreman, Thompson and Moses! 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

When completed, how about giving us 
Dr. Foreman’s comments on the Command- 
ments in folio form like Dr. Thompson’s? 

THE OUTLOOK series has certainly 
been a help. Foreman, Thompson and 
Moses. What a combination! 

Hazard, Ky. c. S. SYDNOR, Jr. 





I have read with extraordinary pleasure 
Dr. Foreman’s series on the Ten Com- 
mandments, especially on the Fourth Com- 
mandment. 

While I am anxious to see them all pub- 
lished as one booklet, could not the four 
columns on the Sabbath Commandment be 
printed as a tract? It is desperately 
needed and is of the quality which would 
make a deep impression. 

WM. A. HARRIS. 

Montreat, N. C. 


At Brevard—Elijah 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Two performances of Mendelssohn's 
“Elijah’—complete with a 70-piece or- 
chestra representing all major orchestras, 
and a 100-voice chorus will be given Au- 
gust 19 at Transylvania Music camp, lo- 
cated near Brevard, N. C. 

Transylvania is a non-profit, educational 
institution where young music enthusiasts 
from 18 states study for six weeks previ- 
ous to the Festival opening. 

Many of the nation’s finest musicians 
are instructing during the camp session, 
and performing during the Festival. 

We believe that “The Elijah” is of such 
great religious significance that many of 
your musical readers would be interested 
in knowing about it. 

MARJORIE BLANKENSHIP. 

Brevard, N. C. 
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ARP Congregation Asks Dismissal 


Charlotte’s Sardis Church Votes 190-42 for Request 


The Sardis ARP congregation, in a 
suburb of Charlotte, N. C., has voted 
190-42 to ask the First Presbytery to 
dismiss it to Mecklenburg Presbytery vf 
the Presbyterian Church, US. Pastor of 
the church is W. M. Boyce, former pas- 
tor of the First church of Charlotte, who 
recently submitted his resignation to the 
Sardis congregation. 

The Charlotte Observer, reporting the 
action, said: 


“At least one other large local ARP 
church has appointed a special commit- 
tee to consider possible action, and an 
unofficial congregational meeting was 
held recently for the purpose of advis- 
ing the committee. A straw vote taken 
at the meeting resulted in 80 per cent 
of the approximately 250 persons pres- 
ent voting in favor of going ahead with 
plans leading toward entry of the con- 
gregation into the Southern Presby- 
terian church. 

“The lead in the movement was ap- 
parently being taken by laymen of the 
respective churches. The pastors gen- 
erally declined comment, and at one 
Charlotte ARP church the minister in- 
dicated that he was having difficulty re- 
straining his membership from going 
forward with plans toward union.” 


The Sardis church is one of the oldest 
and strongest churches in the denomi- 
nation. A few years ago it was a leader 
in the movement which led to the giving 


up of the church’s historic position on 
the singing of Psalms to the exclusion 
of hymns. 

Telephone calls by the Charlotte News 
to seven other churches in that area in- 
dicated that no action has been taken 
and no meetings had been called at that 
time. An informal poll taken recently 
at the First ARP church showed a four- 
to-one proportion favoring the move- 
ment. 

Relations between those favoring and 
those opposing the separation effort are 
reported cordial, with all concerned act- 
ing in “‘fine spirit.’’ 


Approved by Officers 


The resolution adopted by the Sardis 
congregation, approved previously by 
the elders and deacons with only one 
dissenting vote, is as follows: 


‘“‘Whereas the Sardis Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian church believes 
that it can the more effectively fulfill its 
mission in the cause of Christ through 
a denominational relationship which 
permits her to channel her interests and 
resources through the strongest tide of 
Presbyterianism in her community; 

‘And whereas the interests of Sardis 
church, and of the Christian role she 
endeavors to perform in her fast-chang- 
ing community, suggest that immediate 
and positive action be taken toward 
placing Sardis within the larger family 
of the Presbyterian faith; 

“And whereas the preference of the 


Sardis congregation to enter the South- 
ern Presbyterian church in concert with 
the other churches of the ARP brother- 
hood apparently cannot be achieved in 
the foreseeable future unless synod 
alters its position on union—and for 
such alteration we shall continue to 
pray; 

“‘And whereas the General Synod of 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
church, at its annual meeting held in 
June, 1951, voted overwhelmingly to de- 
cline consideration of union with any 
other Presbyterian body; 

“And whereas it appears to the Sardis 
congregation that the synod has thus 
erased all reasonable hope of achieving 
an effective solution of the Sardis prob- 
lem through synodical action on union, 

“Now, therefore, be it resolved by the 
Sardis congregation. in session held 
July 29, 1951, that the Sardis Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian church respect- 
fully request the First presbytery of the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian church 
to release Sardis church from member- 
ship in the presbytery; 

‘“‘“And be it further resolved that the 
Mecklenburg presbytery of the Southern 
Presbyterian church be petitioned to 
grant Sardis church membership and 
fellowship in that presbytery.” 


Will Act in October 


The resolution will be submitted to 
the First ARP presbytery for action at 
its regular fall meeting in Charlotte 
October 9. 

The First presbytery is made up of 
the 33 ARP churches in North Carolina, 
most of them in Mecklenburg, Gaston, 
Cabarrus and Iredell counties. 


Niebuhr Group Plans New Social Action Organization 


New York (RNS)—Plans for the 
formation of a new national Protestant 
organization for social action were an- 
nounced here by Reinhold Niebuhr, pro- 
fessor of applied Christianity at Union 
Theological Seminary. 

The organization, which will seek to 
promote ‘a socially constructive form 
of Christianity” actively concerned with 
current political, economic and social 
affairs, will be launched at a conference 
at Howard University, Washington, 
D. C., Sept. 14-15. 


Aims at Middle Course 


Dr. Niebuhr said the group would at- 
tempt to furnish Protestantism with a 
“solidly oriented middle ground” to 
help offset the influence of both leftists 
and rightists in the church and society. 

A conference call sent out to church- 
men, seminarians, laymen and laywo- 
men said such an organization is needed 
because present-day Protestantism ‘‘has 
failed to relate its tradition of liberty 
and responsibility to democratic insti- 


tutions in such a way as to offer our 
people a critical and constructive Chris- 
tianity.”’ 

The hour has come, the call asserted, 
“for those of us who believe that Chris- 
tian faith must be expressed in the cur- 
rent struggle for justice in politics, eco- 
nomics, community life and interna- 
tional relations to unite with one an- 
other.” 

Organizational plans are being made 
by a “Christian action provisional com- 
mittee’’ headed by Robert Handy, pro- 
fessor of church history at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York. Charles 
McCoy, a Yale Divinity School graduate 
student, is executive secretary. 


Will Provide Analyses of Events 


The new group, according to Mr. Mc- 
Coy, will not compete with existing 
church agencies but will aim primarily 
to ‘‘strengthen and support their activi- 
ties by making available an analysis of 
events which will be continuously rele- 
vant to problems which the church 
faces.” 


He said this would be attempted 
through the organization of strong local 
groups and a nationally representative 
executive board, as well as through the 
publication of pamphlets and news let- 
ters. 

The executive secretary said that af- 
filiation with the proposed national or- 
ganization has been voted or is under 
consideration by several local or re- 
gional groups which have been “func- 
tioning more or less in isolation but 
with similar interests and objectives.” 


“Southern Churchmen” Included 


Among such groups he named those 
operating at Union (N. Y.), Princeton, 
Chicago, Yale and Protestant Episcopal 
(Alexandria, Va.) seminaries, and the 
Fellowship of Southern Churchmen, 
with headquarters at Chapel Hill, N. C. 

While the organizers are mostly theo- 
logians and seminary students, Mr. Mc- 
Coy expressed hope that the new body 
would ‘“‘at the same time attract laymen 
from labor, business, the professions, 
and other vocational groups.” 

































Members of the Roneeverte, W. Va., 
chureh met on a recent Sunday to 
When they 
they found 


elect additional deacons. 


had counted the votes 


that they had elected eighteen-year- 


old Billy Leist, just out of high 
school, thereby setting a record in 
that nearly 300-member congrega- 


tion, and perhaps in a good many 
The Book of Chureh Orde 

which governs such matters, specifie 
the office. 


others. 


no age requirement for 





Billy 
Wiseman, Nickell, Cden, Winkler, Mar- 
tin and Kirby—who happened to be at 


stands in the midst of Deacons 


church when this picture was taken. 


The congregation names its deacons for 


three-year terms. 





long tradition in his family. 


it was organized 70 years ago. 


CS ‘the 

Billy’s weekday job is in a grocery store. In 
his church responsibilities he is carrying on a 
His grandfather, 
A. P. Leist, was an elder and one of the char- 
ter members in the Ronceverte church when 








L. E. Kramer, oldest elder in years, but 

young in ideas, nominates Billy (fore- 

ground). 

has been Greenbrier Presbytery’s home 
missions treasurer. 






For 40 years Elder Kramer 






The church's flying and sharp-shooting 

minister, Joe G. Morrison, shakes hands 

with Billy, congratulating him on his 

election to the 12-member Board of 
Deacons. 


Leader in his church’s young people‘s 

group and Hi-Y president, Billy also was 

given the Rotary Club’s Frank Bartels 

Award when he graduated from high 

school this year as the most outstanding 
senior. 





Here is the Leist family on the church steps: 
Mrs. Leist, a widow, teacher of young adults; 
Billy’s sister, 
youth fellowship; Patricia, youth treasurer: 
Stanley; 
long-time organist.—Photos, 


Mrs. Barnett, sponsor of the 


H. Burkholder, 
istep Studios. 


an aunt, Mrs. W. 
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@ It is true that this article is written by a Baptist minister to Baptist members 


for publication in Baptist papers, but it is important also to Presbytertans—and others 


Brethren, Let’s Be Fair 


O THOSE who do not know me. 
may I introduce myself by saying 
that I was born, reared, and 

largely educated in the territory of our 
Southern Baptist Convention. As a 
child at Ridgecrest, I came to love 
and respect such men as Doctors De- 
ment, Truett, Scarborough, Prince Bur- 
roughs and many others. Dr. George 
W. McDaniel was my college pastor 
and has always been my ministerial 
hero. Dr. E. Y. Mullins was my be- 
loved teacher and has ever been an 
inspiration to me. What I am going to 
write concerning our Convention may 
seem a bit critical but is written with 
a profound love for our Convention and 
a sincere desire to make some small con- 
tribution to its effectiveness. The 
church of which I am pastor has long 
enjoyed a close cooperative relationship 
with our Southern Convention, and it 
was in our building that the Convention 
held its 50th anniversary session in 
1895. 

After hearing several of the addresses 
and committee reports made at San 
Francisco during the recent Southern 
Baptist Convention and the pastors’ 
conferences which preceded it, it oc- 
curred to me that if Southern Baptists 
are determined to remain aloof from 
all cooperative Christian organizations, 
either on a local, national, or interna- 
tional scale, we should be all the more 
careful to‘ present accurate and factual 
statements concerning these organiza- 
tions and the communions which are af- 
filiated with them. I can’t see why we 
should have to misrepresent our breth- 
ren in order to remain apart from them. 
If we are perfectly sure that we are cor- 
rect in going our own separate way, we 
should be able at the same time to be 
charitable and gracious toward those 
with whom we disagree. 

It seems to me that the following 
things should be kept clearly in mind: 


Others Are Also Confident 


(1) We are not the only denomina- 
tion which is convinced that it is true 
to the New Testament. Other com- 
munions, some of them possessing great 
Biblical scholars, are just as confident 
that they are following the teachings 
of the Word of God. We may not agree 
with their interpretations of Scripture 
at certain points, but at least we should 
not give the impression that we are the 
only group of Christians in the world 
who are determined to follow New Tes- 
tament teachings. 

(2) We are not the only denomina- 
tion which is sure that it is the only 





*Dr. Pruden is pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., 
where the President attends church. 
His article appeared first in Religious 
Herald and other Baptist papers. 


AUGUST 13, 1951 


By EDWARD H. PRUDEN* 
* 


hope of the world. That statement was 
made at least once in San Francisco and 
implied at other times. Surely we must 
know that other bodies such as _ the 
Mormons, the Missouri Lutherans, the 
Pentecostals, and certainly the Roman 
Catholics all have the same conviction. 
At least we should recognize that we are 
not assuming any unique position in 
regard to these matters. 

(3) We are not the only denomina- 
tion which is opposed to the creation of 
a super-church and the compromise of 
cherished principles. A prominent Eu- 
ropean churchman told me recently that 
many of the great state churches on the 
continent refused absolutely to have 
anything to do with the World Council 
of Churches until they were assured that 
the Council was not a means of setting 
up an organic union. They joined the 
World Council purely on a consultative 
basis and nothing more is contemplated. 
When the various communions met at 
Amsterdam in 1948 to constitute the 
World Council of Churches, there were 
sO many communions present which 
were afraid of compromising cherished 
principles that at least four different 
communion services were necessary. If 
Southern Baptists had been present and 
had desired to have a fifth communion 
service, they would have been in rather 
illustrious company. 


Aim Is Not Union 


(4) We should remember that the 
National Council of Churches is neither 
committed to organic union nor has it 
been set up for the purpose of promot- 
ing any such idea. The few individuals 
who have any connection with the Na- 
tional Council who seem determined to 
promote some form of organic union 
constitute a very small minority, and 
so far as I know have no official connec- 
tion with the Council itself. When a 
group met in Cincinnati last January to 
discuss organic union, only a_ small 
minority of the communions connected 
with the National Council were repre- 
sented, and the American Baptist Con- 
vention was so little concerned with the 
meeting that it would not permit one 
of its officials even to sit in as an un- 
official observer. To use the term 
‘“unionism’’ with reference to all of 
those who believe in some form of 
Christian cooperation is most unfair and 
inaccurate. A person can be the most 
enthusiastic supporter of ecumenical 
movements imaginable, and still be ab- 
solutely opposed to organic union and 
thoroughly loyal to his own denomina- 
tion. One would never dream that that 


could be possible from certain things 
that are said and reported to our South- 
ern Convention. 

(5) Let us recognize that the Coun- 
cils of Churches have frequently been 
denounced because of certain statements 
which a few individuals connected with 
these Councils are reported to have 
written or said. I am sure we would 
net like for our Southern Convention 
to be held responsible for what all in- 
dividual Southern Baptists might write 
or say, and many of the quotations I 
have seen as horrible examples of ‘‘mod- 
ernism” have been lifted out of their 
context and some of them presented in 
a light entirely contrary to that which 
the author intended. Almost any 
preacher I know could have his repu- 
tation ruined if single sentences and 
phrases were lifted out of his sermons 
without revealing the context out of 
which they were taken. We need to keep 
in mind too that there are certain rival 
Councils of Churches made up of small, 
fundamentalist groups which are con- 
stantly trying to undermine confidence 
in our major denominational bodies and 
in the cooperative agencies with which 
they have fellowship. Material comes 
to my desk almost constantly from these 
groups and if one is familiar with the 
source from which the material comes, 
he will not permit himself to be greatly 
disturbed. 


High View of Christ 


(6) We need to remember that de- 
nominations which unite with either the 
National or the World Councils of 
Churches must agree to a_ thorough 
evangelical theological statement which 
includes acceptance of the deity of 
Christ. I was present at a meeting of 
the Federal Council when the Universal- 
ist Church was refused membership be- 
cause its statement concerning the deity 
of Christ was not satisfactory to the 
majority of delegates. Knowing the 
Episcopalian and Presbyterian positions 
as I do, I am quite sure these bodies 
would not have affiliated with these 
Councils had there been any doubt as 
to the theological soundness of the doc- 
trinal position of these agencies. 

(7) Whenever it is charged that those 
who believe in closer cooperation with 
other Christians are lacking in courage 
and are primarily concerned with be- 
ing affable, it should be remembered 
that many of these persons have for- 
feited a very cherished place in the life 
of their own communion in order to fol- 
low what they believe to be a very pro- 
found and inescapable conviction. They 
are ecumenical in spirit not because of 
any lack of conviction but because they 
have convictions so deep that they are 
willing to pay almost any price in de- 


5 








fense of them. It seems a tragedy that a 
man would have to be looked upon with 
suspicion by his brothers if he should 
show any real affection for his cousins, 
but many have known that experience 
in recent years in connection with the 
denomination of which they are a part. 


(8) Let us be reminded that the 
terms “ecumenical,” ‘‘united church,” 
and ‘‘world church” are frequently used 


very loosely by speakers and writers 
who have reference to nothing more 
dangerous than brotherly cooperation 
on a purely voluntary basis that has no 
reference whatever to organic union or 
the creation of a super-church. Whether 
we agree with the terms which other 
men use or not, we should at least know 
what they have in mind when they use 
these terms, and not jump to some 
rather frightening and erroneous con- 
clusions. Many of these terms are sim- 
ply used to denote a sense of fellowship 


among all Christians without any 
thought of a compromising organiza- 
tion. 


Difference Was Not Theological 


(9) In regard to the formation of a 
Conservative Society within the terri- 
tory of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion several years ago, it should be 
pointed out that in the minds of many 
of the most trusted leaders of the Amer- 
ican Convention, this controversy was 
not due to any vital theological differ- 
ences but came about entirely because 
of certain personal, emotional and psy- 
chological factors. I was riding in a 
taxicab in Oklahoma City two years ago 
when our Southern Convention met 
there, and heard two strangers in the 
back seat discussing the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention, as it was then called. 
One of them inquired as to the cause 
for the controversy which had resuited 
in the withdrawal of certain churches 
from the Northern Convention. He was 
told by the person next to him that it 
was due to the fact that so many mem- 
bers of the Northern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board did not believe in the 
Virgin Birth. At this point I turned 
around and introduced myself and told 
the strangers that I had been a member 
of this Northern Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Board for twelve years and that I 
did not know a single member on the 
Board who would deny the Virgin Birth. 
I then proceeded to explain that the 
controversy arose largely over the mat- 
ter of whether the officials of the Con- 
vention and candidates for foreign serv- 
ice would be required to sign a written 
creed which a small portion of the Con- 
vention constituency had draw up. The 
break came over an interpretation of 
what our Baptist spirit and practices 
are, and not over any difference of opin- 
ion on vital theological doctrines. The 
term “conservative” has been variously 
used and does not mean at all that the 
vast constituency of the American Con- 
vention is not conservative. 

(10) We need to remember that 
while our statistics may sound very im- 
pressive as far as the figures are con- 


6 





cerned, our record in certain respects in 
comparison with some smaller denomi- 
nations is somewhat embarrassing. Our 
denominational papers reported re- 
cently that we were 37th among the 
various communions in our per capita 
giving, and it has been a matter of com- 
mon knowledge for a long time that the 
number of our missionaries in propor- 
tion to our total membership is small 
as compared to what a number of de- 
nominations are doing in this regard. 
We frequently speak of our ‘‘seven mil- 
lion Southern Baptists,’”’ but many of us 
would be rather embarrassed if we 
should be asked how many of these are 
active in the life of our churches, or 
even how many of them could be lo- 
cated by a good detective agency. This 
is not said in order to belittle our 
achievements, for surely we have done 
much that is worthy of praise and no 
one is prouder of it than I. It is men- 
tioned only for the purpose of suggest- 
ing that perhaps we ought to acknowl- 
edge our faults and our failures as well 
as boast of our progress and successes. 
The average Christian is entirely too 
prone to feel satisfied with himself and 
his achievements, and is constantly in 


CAMPUS NEWS 


need of being reminded that a real 
Christian must be humble before God 
and his brethren. 


Remember I Corinthians 13 


All of the foregoing might be summed 
up in a plea to all of our people that 
we should seek to demonstrate that 
spirit to which Paul referred, when ac- 
cording to Dr. Moffatt‘s translation, he 
wrote to the Corinthians that ‘‘Love is 
always eager to believe the best.” If 
we can show that spirit in all of our 
attitudes toward our fellow-Christians 
of other communions, however much we 
disagree with them, and however de- 
termined our Convention may be to re- 
main apart from any Protestant coopera- 
tive organization, we could go a long 
way toward giving added power to our 
program and effectiveness of our testi- 
mony. And connected with this, if we 
can maintain a spirit of deep humility 
regarding ourselves and our accom- 
plishments, leaving it to God to decide 
whether or not we have discharged our 
responsibilities faithfully and well, our 
Heavenly Father will find it much 
easier to use us in the promotion of his 
Kingdom. 


Italian Student to Be at ATS 


IRST ITALIAN student brought 
F here under a_ scholarship ex- 
change program sponsored by the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U. S. A. is Miss Giuseppina 
Alabiso, 24, of Florence. 

Miss Alabiso, a member of the Wal- 
densian church, arrived recently in New 
York. In September she will go t9 
Richmond, Virginia, to spend a year at 
the Presbyterian, US, General Assem- 
bly’s Training School for Lay Workers 
on a scholarship arranged by the Na- 
tional Council’s Central Department of 
Ecumenical Relations. The depart- 
ment’s exchange program in the last five 
years has brought to this country over 
200 scholarship students from Europe 
and Asia. 


United Church Women Project 


Miss Alabiso is also the first student 
from abroad to be aided by the Ecu- 
menical Scholarship Fund which the Na- 
tional Council’s General Department of 
United Church Women is setting up as 
one of its projects for World Community 
Day. 

Part of her expenses were paid by the 
Women’s Guild of the Noroton Presby- 
terian Church in Noroton, Conn., and 
one of her first visits in this country was 
to a tea given to welcome her by the 
women of the church. (See next page.) 

Church women of more than 80 Prot- 
estant denominations in state and loca! 
councils of church women across the 
country are preparing for World Com- 
munity Day, on Nov. 2, by collecting 
money for a scholarship fund to help 


Christian young people from other coun- 
tries receive specialized training that 
will make them more effective leaders 
in their home churches and communi- 
ties. 

Long active in church work, Miss 
Alabiso graduated from a commercial 
school in Florence, and for the past six 
years has been secretary to the Rev. 
Tullio Vinay, head of the youth commit- 
tee of the Waldensian church. 


Youth Department Is Sponsor 


During most of that time, ‘‘Pina” 
Alabiso has worked with Pastor Vinay 
on the administration of the Waldensian 
“Agape” project, the building of a con- 
ference and retreat center in the moun- 
tains of northern Italy. The project. 
located in Prali-di-Perrero, near Turino, 
has been co-sponsored by the youth de- 
partment of the World Council of 
Churches as one of its ecumenical work 
camps. About a thousand young people 
from Italy and many other countries, 
including the U. S., have spent five sum- 
mers constructing roads, terraces, domi- 
tories, a chapel and a main hall, out of 
local wood and stone. 

The Agape center, looking out over 
the French-Italian Alps, is scheduled 
for dedication this month. It will be 
used by young people of the Waldensian 
Church, whose members in past cen- 
turies hid from persecution in caves of 
the same mountains. It will also be 
used for youth conferences and retreats 
by Christian youth from elsewhere in 
Europe and abroad. 
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the Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va. (See page 6). 
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EDITORIAL 


Lesson to Be Learned Here 





Some months ago we reported here 
an action of the National Council of the 
Episcopal Church which appealed to us 
as real strategy. With reconstruction 
funds of $1,661,736 for use in the Far 
unable to be spent for that pur- 
up $1,500,000 of 
to be loaned, without in- 
missionary 


East 
pose, the Council set 
this amount 
dis- 


terest, to dioceses or 


tricts for capital expenditures in new 
One-tenth 
of the sum loaned is to be repaid yearly 
and restored to the reconstruction fund. 
would hap- 
pen in populous areas where churches 
are needed and will grow rapidly. Now, 
made a few 
checks to see what is being done, with 


and rapidly expanding areas. 


We could visualize what 


however, we have spot- 
these replies: 

The Diocese of Virginia borrowed 
$100,000, with the total used in Arling- 
ton and Fairfax Counties, fastest-grow- 
ing areas in the state. Largest sum, 
$50,000 went to a practically new proj- 
ect, St. Paul’s church, Baileys Cross 
Roads: $40,000 went to St. Andrew’s, 
Arlington: and $10,000 to St. Luke’s, 
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Wellington Villa. The diocese, with a 
million-dollar campaign coming up this 
fall, expects to pay back its loan im- 
mediately. 

A loan of $175,000 went to the Dio- 
cese of Los Angeles. This was the 
largest single grant. It is being used 
to start missions in areas where the 
church has not previously done work or 
in a few re-locations. No money goes 
to already established missions or par- 
ishes. Land is being bought and funds 
are allocated to build in new housing 
developments and in sections where 
sound growth is assured. First year’s 
re-payment by the diocese was made 
possible by a special offering on Whit- 
sunday, and a like procedure is expected 
next year, but by the next year it is 
expected that the congregations estab- 
lished by this money will be able to take 
up the obligations. 

Eight projects have already benefitted 
from the $100,000 that went to the 
Diocese of Texas. They are: $10,000 
each to St. Paul’s, Kilgore; St. John the 
Baptist, Tyler (Negro); St. Christo- 
pher’s, Kileen (Ft. Hood); projected 
new fields in Houston; $13,000 to All 
Saints, Galena Park, a Houston suburb; 

15,000 to St. Michael’s, Houston; $5,- 
000 each to Holy Trinity, Austin; and 
a projected new church in Austin. 

More than ever, this looks like sound 
strategy to us. We predict that the 
$1,500,000 being invested in such areas 
all across the nation will be returned 
many times—not only for missions in 
the Far East but in the total program 
of the church. 


A Minister’s Promise 


“Do you promise to seek to culti- 
vate a truly Christian spirit, full of 
understanding, forbearance, gentle- 
ness, courage and goodwill? Do you 
promise to seek to spread Christian- 
ity by your personal witness and 
through the benevolent program of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States to the ends of the earth?” 


Is there anything wrong with those 
promises? Anything out of line if a 
who wishes to serve in our 
asked to give his assent to 
those questions? 

The General Assembly evidently did 
not think so, for it adopted the forms 
without objection. 


minister 
chureh is 


Dallas Presbytery, having seen a need 
for some such reminders, as have other 
presbyteries, to their regret, sent up the 
overture asking adoption of these two 
items. In a way, they are, or should 
be, unnecessary, for it would seem that 
the same obligations are included in the 
promises which have been made for gen- 
even if they were not 
specified, you would expect that a man 
who scught to be a minister in any 
church would do everything possible to 
keep himself in line with such unwritten 
provisions. 

To expect any minister to make such 


erations; or, 


a pledge as he comes into our church 
is a vicious thing—if we are to believe 
one dissenting paper, published by a 
group which has been famous in recent 
yars for its inability to get along with 
its fellow-Christians. Says the organ 
of this divisive group: ‘‘We do not see 
how any self-respecting minister of 
Jesus Christ could make such a promise, 
nor do we see how any conscientious 
Christian minister could demand such a 
promise of a brother coming into the 
fellowship of the ministry of Christ.” 

Praying for division to plague our 
church, this paper goes on to say: ‘“The 
attempt to force this new question upon 
the church through a General Assembly 
action ought to precipitate a real crisis 
in the denomination.” 

No, we think not. We do think it 
will make us look a bit more carefully 
at any men who come to us from that 
or like denominations. 

Why shouldn’t any man within the 
church, or seeking to enter our ministry, 


_ make it clear from the beginning that 


he will not drain off a congregation’s 
benevolences into off-brand enterprises, 
its young people into alien conferences 
and institutions, and sometimes, even, 
the congregation itself into an indepen- 
dent or other church. 

lf he can’t support a democratically 
arrived-at program, or seek amendment 
by democratic methods, it may be just 
as well for him to seek a church with a 
program he can support—now. 


In Passing | 


PRES-MEX—New building at the Pres- 

Mex school for girls at Taft, Texas, 
has been named Homer McMillan Hall, 
for the former executive secretary of 
Home missions. 

* * 7 

NORFOLK PRESBYTERY has a fine 

custom of holding one meeting a year, 
usually, with the neighboring USA 
Presbytery of New Castle. This year’s 
meeting in the First church, Norfolk, 
Oct. 15, it is hoped, will attract both 
US and USA Assembly’s moderators. 

a * * 

PILGRIMM’S STORY—With all the other 

popular historical pageants in full 
swing, plans are now being made to have 
Paul Green produce the landing of the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. Success of 
the Cherokee, Black Hills, Manteo, Wil- 
liamsburg and other productions makes 
this a popular and rewarding thing to 
do. 











a * * 

ONE PUBLICATION The Board of 

Church Extension, asked to take its 
share of the $5,000 deficit in publication 
of The Survey through May, 1952, has 
voted favoring the development of one 
promotional organ which shall combine 
promotion efforts of all boards and 
agencies. 
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No. 19 in a series on the Ten Commandments (V-b) 


WHAT DOES “HONOR” MEAN? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Honor thy father and thy mother.” 
—Exodus 20:12. 


ET US ASSUME that “superiors” 
4 are honorable. (See last issue.) 

The next question is: What does 
it mean to honor them? The Larger 
Catechism has an answer short enough 
to quote, long enough to cover about 
everything. 


“The honor which inferiors owe 
their superiors is, all due reverence 
in heart, word and behavior; praver 
and thanksgiving for them; imitation 
of their virtues and graces; willing 
obedience to their lawful commands 
and counsels; fidelity to, defence and 
maintenance of their persons and au- 
thority, according to their several 
ranks, and the nature of their places: 
bearing with their infirmities, and 
covering them in love, that so they 
may be an honor to them and to their 
government.” (Larger Cat. q. 127.) 


Be it remembered that in the view 
set forth, ‘“‘superiors’” are not only 
parents; they include people older than 
yourself, people more gifted than vou 
are, or your official superiors in church, 
state or business. The use of the words 
“superior” and “inferior’? does not at 
all imply that God is a respecter of per- 
sons; it has nothing to do with race or 
caste or class. It refers to the very ch- 
vious differences of age, talents (includ- 
ing I. Q.), accomplishments and posi- 
tion. To those who outrank you in such 
ways, you owe (the church says) the 
Christian duty of honor. 


ET US underscore one or two 
points of the list above. Take, 
for one, prayer and thanksgiving. 

You thank God for your parents, no 
doubt: do you thank God for your boss? 
Everyone who works under another per- 
son gripes and grumbles about him to 
some extent, which has no doubt been 
the worker’s privilege since first one 
man helped another roll a stone or trim 


a club. But the boss, if a good one, is 
someone to thank God for. Without 
him you would perhaps not put out as 
much work as you do. Whether you are 
a musician in an orchestra, an athlete 
under an exacting coach, a professor in 
a college, a student in a class, a decora- 
tor in a pottery, a cook in a kitchen or 
a writer for a paper, you would prob- 
ably work chiefly by fits and starts un- 
less you had the pressure of the boss al- 
ways behind you. Futhermore, the boss 
saves you from putting out third-rate 
work when you can do better. His 
criticisms, which have to be sharp to 
get under your thick skin, will make 
you see your work in a clearer light, or 
even force you to do the thing all over 
again, with great improvement. More 
than this, if the boss is what he ought 
to be, he will praise your work when he 
thinks it is good. In one way, praise 
from the boss means more than from 
anyone else. If he is a real boss and 
not a stuffed shirt, he knows what you 
are doing, and is the most able critic of 
your work. Other people can Oh and 
Ah about your work (music, pottery or 
whatnot) but the boss knows the de- 
tails, the technique, he knows what it 
took to do it . . and he is under no 
obligation to praise you. Thank God 
for a good boss! 

“Defence and maintenance of their 
persons and authority. . . .” See how 
this would work in the case of the 
minister of a church. He is the duly 
elected leader of the congregation. The 
election may even have been unanimous. 
3ut after the ‘“‘honeymoon”’ wears off—? 
Then around too many Sunday dinner 
tables he is taken to pieces, his sugges- 
tions are forgotten. If he is the right 
minister he will be the spiritual superior 
of most in the congregation; yet how 
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many of them take his spiritual guid- 
ance seriously? When he is being criti- 
cized, how many come to his defence? 
How many try to see issues from his 
point of view? When he and other 
ministers unite in standing for some 
principle of law and order, as, for ex- 
ample, in a crusade against gambling, is 
he left to fight the battles of the Lord 
alone, or will any of his people stand 
up and be counted with him? 

All this could be applied to public 
officials too. We elect them only to tear 
them down. It does not make sense to 
honor men with the ballot and dishonor 
them the rest of the time. 

“Bearing their infirmities and cover- 
ing them in love.” No superiors are 
perfect, none beyond criticism. But it 
is the part of honor to ‘“‘cover infirmi- 
ties,”” not to expose them. There were 
two sets of children, each of whom had 
a father who left something to be de- 
sired. One of these fathers had man- 
aged to get through the fourth grade, 
but beyond that he was self-educated. 
His speech was ungrammatical, his 
manner always betrayed the long hard 
years of his boyhood. His mistakes. 
whether by Emily Post’s standards or 
by Noah Webster’s, were often funny. 
But his children seldom lost a chance 
to make fun of him. They were so 
snobbishly ashamed of him that they 
even invented a legend that he was not 
their real father. He was a fine solid 
lovable man; but you would not have 
guessed it from the children’s talk of 
him. There was little honor there. 

The other father was also a fine gen- 
erous lovable soul . . when he was 
sober. His lapses were so many that 
none of his children was tempted to fol- 
low in his steps. But not one of them 
ever mentioned their father’s defect. 
They often spoke of him, yet they never 
spoke of him except as he was at his 
best. They saw with the eye of honor, 
they covered his infirmities in love. 

After all, is not the law of honor one 
noble form of the law of love? 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Gambling Devices 





Banned in Texas 


Texas News Letter 


Biggest news of the year in Texas is 
the gambling investigation, and subse- 
quent enactment of legislation outlaw- 
ing certain devices. It all began with 
the special ‘‘blue ribbon’’ grand jury 
empaneled in Tarrant County (Fort 
Worth) in January. Citizens were 
shocked by the disclosure of connec- 
tions between office-holders and gam- 
blers, which galvanized the legislature 
into action. A special committee of 
that body produced statutes to meet the 
specific need, and, on September 6 it 
becomes a felony to sell, buy, own, store, 
rent, display, hide or otherwise possess 
a slot machine, marble table, or punch- 
board. The measure applies with im- 
partiality to country clubs, private clubs, 
veterans’ organizations as well as to the 
so-called ‘‘dives,’’ and in most Texas 
counties the machines have begun to 
disappear well ahead of the deadline. 
Only discordant note is the defiant at- 
titude of Galveston County (sometimes 
known as “‘The Free State of Galves- 
ton’’), home of the famous Sam Maceo 
gambling enterprises, where county and 
city officials have announced plans to 
continue a ‘‘wide-open town,’’ because 
“that is what our people want.” Texas 
Rangers have not as yet announced 
plans for dealing with Galveston after 
September 6. 


Elaborate Preparations Made 
For Centennial Observance 


Texas Presbyterian churches, looking 
toward the synod’s centennial celebra- 
tion in Austin, Oct. 9-11, are making a 
far-reaching study of their past and 
present service. This is being done un- 
der the leadership of John D. Moseley, 
prominent young lay leader in synodical 
affairs and director of the important 
Legislative Council for the state legis- 
lature. Approximately 5,000 survey 
forms have been distributed to church 
officers, 365 to pastors and 325 to 
churches. Information collected from 
elders and deacons will give an over-all 
picture of the work being done in the 
church by the officers. The question- 
naire sent to churches is intended to 
discover facts for a survey of Presby- 
terianism in Texas and, at the same 
time, encourage each congregation to 
study its own growth. This exhaustive 
questionnaire penetrates practically 
every area of the church’s life. Re- 
sults should show why churches grow 
or fail to grow; how they develop an 
effective program or why they fail. In 
addition, E. A. Dean, able executive 
secretary-treasurer of synod, has super- 
vised compilation of an album for each 
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of the eight presbyteries. Two pages their recent San Francisco Convention. experiment now has proved itself, and 
are devoted to each church, summariz- (See page 5.—Eds) However, only a_ the Joint Committee on Student Work 
ing a history of the organization, with few mutterings were heard among Bap- (composed of five persons from each of 
site and name changes, membership, tists of Texas, by far the largest nu- the two synods) is looking forward to 
church school enrollment, list of pastors merical group in the denomination. expansion of the program in other col- 
and pictures of buildings used. Another When this correspondent asked one of lege centers in the state. In every in- 
feature of the centennial observance will the leading ministers for his reaction to stance the contribution is equal from 
be displays of the work of the various the statement made in the Convention each synod, and workers are employed 
institutions of synod. that ‘“‘the New Testament is a Baptist from either church, the standard being 
book, written by Baptists” his reply was to do what is best for Presbyterian stu- 
xas is Austin Seminary to Help typical of the reaction in this section: dents in Texas. Students love the plan, 
subse- Train Episcopal Ministers “A glorious statement, setting forth since none of them is interested in a 
utlaw- Austin (Presbyterian) Seminary will clearly the true Baptist position. Now divided Presbyterian witness, but rather 
1 with assist with the launching of a new Epts-_ the other churches can understand why 
1 jury copal seminary in September. The Dio- we cannot have fellowship with them. 
(Fort cese of Texas is sponsoring this new We are preserving the true New Testa- 
were development. with some courses to be ment fellowship.” The famed Gardner 
onnec- taken by the Episcopal students at the report which announced this new em- 
gam- Presbyterian seminary and others taught phasis by Baptists is so-called because 
lature by various Episcopal ministers who are’ the chairman of the committee is the edi- HE 
tee of teaching at nearby state universities, tor of the Baptist Standard, of Texas. 
et the commuting to and from Austin. The 
r 6 it nearest Episcopal seminary is 1,000 Co-operative Student Work by TEACHES 
store, miles from Austin. Only a one-year US-USA Churches Advances 
ossess course will be offered the first year. When Student Work at Denton (home Frederick H. Junkin, Registrar at 
yunch- Bishop Coadjutor John E. Hines will of TSCW and NTSC, both large state Schreiner, is an Elder in the Kerr- 
og supervise this work. colleges) went on a joint-sponsorship ville Presbyterian Church and has 
clubs, , a basis this spring, it brought to five the te aan ee” ag 
to the Mo-Ranch Facilities Expanded number of places in Texas where the been at Schreiner since 1927. 
Texas And Improved For This Year U. S. and U. S. A. churches operate as a 
un to The Presbyterian Mo-Ranch, fabulous _ unit. Others are the University of SCHREINER 
idline. conference grounds for Texas Presbyte- Texas at Austin, Texas Technological 
nt at- rians at the headwaters of the Guada- College at Lubbock, Rice Institute and PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
otimes lupe River, has been improved with the’ the University of Houston in Houston, Andrew Balugten, Pres 
lalves- paving of the highway leading to the and Southern Methodist in Dallas. The 4 enenitiie Texas A 
Maceo ranch and the roads inside the grounds. , 
ty and A modern sewage system to take care 
ims to of the needs of a community of 10,000 W EK S T M I N S . y R 
-cause people was installed prior to this con- Au 
Texas ference year, and a contract was com- A College for Men 
unced pleted in which more bath facilities Fulton, Missouri 
after were provided in existing buildings. A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive 
Contract now has been let for a central service in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Pro- 
dining hall costing $115,000, with facili- fessions. 
ties for serving 1,800 meals per day. For catalog and information write 
L. R. Klein, prominent Dallas layman, WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 
is the new president of the Board of 
oking Trustees of Mo-Ranch succeeding R. A. 
lebra- Farnsworth, Houston layman who has 
king a served since synod acquired the prop- A source of distinguished Christian 
t and erty. (Synod has heen careful to main- ; : , 
ne ull- tain a 2-1 ratio of laymen over minis- leadership continuously since 1849, 
»seley, ters on this board.) and worthy of your support. 
odical 
ortang Texas Baptists Are Generally 
legis- Pleased With Convention Stand W. B. GUERRANT, President 
survey A great many in Christendom were Student Union Building 
-hurch shocked by the new isolationist posi- SHERMAN 
25 to tion of the Southern Baptists taken at @ AUSTI N COLLEGE © bea © 
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@ Under our Annuity Gift plan, hundreds of our 


checks go out every year to donors to Foreign 
Missions. 


Not once, in the more than fifty years this plan 
has been in operation, has an annuity payment 
failed to go out, on time and in the fixed amount, 
to an annuitant of our Board. 


Because of these payments, many men and wom- 
en have been able to put their money in a safe 
investment that has paid them or their loved ones 
a good income through life. 


And at the same time, the money they invested 
has been contributed finally to the spread of 
Christianity in distant lands. 


We think our Annuity Gift plan has many fea- 
tures that will interest you. May we send full 
details for your information? Just address a re- 
quest (without any obligation, of course) to 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 








in a united program of work and wor- 
ship. 


Miscellaneous 


Austin Seminary students are scat- 
tered over the four sponsoring Synods 
of Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and 
Texas doing summer work —some as 
assistants in large churches, others in 
smaller churches without regular pas- 
toral care, and still others engaged in 
establishing new work under Presbytery 
direction. . Building programs con- 
tinue in all churches of all denomina- 
tions in Texas, with nearly every pres- 
bytery reporting large building additions 
over widely-scattered areas. . . . Total 
gifts of Texas Presbyterians to benevo- 
lences were off $89,912 from the 1949- 
50 year when the totals were run by 
synod’s office, but there still was a re- 
spectable total of $1,314,260. Part of 
the drop can be charged to the ending of 
the payment period on the $1,000,000 
campaign for synod’s educational insti- 
tutions (oversubscribed by 31%) and 
payments beginning on the lesser Mo- 
Ranch campaign of $750,000 (oversub- 
scribed by $64,000). . . . Dedication of 
the new church at Rule took place on 
the last Sunday of June. . . . Paris 
Presbytery’s Camp Gilmont recently ex- 
ecuted a mineral rights lease on its 
property, the proceeds of which will 
help build a swimming pool. 


R. W. JABLONOWSKYI, Jr. 
Fort Worth, Texas. 


ENCYLOPEDIA 


OF RELIGION 
VERGILIUS FERM, Editor 
with 190 Collaborators 


ee HIS encyclopedia of religion 

deserves a warm welcome. It 

is published at what, in view 
of its bulk and contents, must be re- 
garded as a most modest price. In 
clear print it embraces tens of thou- 
sands of articles. All the significant 
religions of the world are included, 
Christian, Jewish, Moslem, Buddhist, 


Hindu and the rest. A truly great 
achievement.” 


—wN. Y. Times 


“There is every prospect that this 
will be a volume too frequently used 
to be allowed ever to get far out of 
reach.” 
—The Christian Century 
Subjects Include: 
@ Religions of the Werld 
@ Protestant Denominations 
@ Biblical Terms 
@ Church History 
@ Founders of Religions 
@ Rituals and Religious 
Practices, etc, 


900 Pages Limited Edition 





————-—Special Order Coupon ————- 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers 
15 East 40th St., Desk 448, 
New York, N. Y. 


1 
| 
| 
Enclosed is $.....- reer copy (ies) | 
of the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION, | 
at $10 per copy. 
NID a 6 icv cpisdincarrcescaseniens | 
| 
| 
| 
I 


ADDRESS .. 


(Expedite shipment by enclosing 
remittance) 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Christian’s Responsibility in 
Public Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 26, 1951 
Matthew 5:13-16; 13:33; Acts 5:25-29; I Peter 3:13-16. 


Last week we considered the Chris- 
tian’s responsibility for law. This week 
we carry our study a step further and 
consider the Christian’s responsibility in 
public life. 


I. As Seen by Jesus 


Three figures of Jesus illumine our 
theme. 

The first two are taken from the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. ‘‘You are the salt 
of the earth. You are the light 
of the world.” Jesus is speaking of 
his disciples, members of the Kingdom 
of God. The reference is not to their 
opinions, nor to their beliefs, but to 
themselves. You—not the political and 
economic and religious leaders of the 
nation, but you—common people, men 
and women in every walk of life, who 
have found your way into the Kingdom. 

“You are the salt of the earth 
you are the light of the world.” Jesus 
did not say that they ought to be, or 
that they will be in some later age or 
in some future life, but that they are 
now, when so many problems perplex 
and when so many dangers threaten. 

‘You are the salt of the earth . 
you are the light of the world.’”’? Some 
people say that Jesus was interested 
only in individual souls, that he had no 
concern for, and therefore that his 
church has no direct concern for, the 
social order. This opinion does not 
square with Jesus’ words here or else~ 
where. Jesus was concerned with the 
individual, as we must be also, but he 
also taught that changed individuals 
must set out to change the earth and 
the world. 

He was speaking to a little group of 
men in an obscure corner of the Roman 
Empire. To speak of this insignificant 
company as the salt of the earth, as 
the light of the world, would have been 
laughable if anyone else had said it. 
“But in that little company, he saw the 
womb of the future. He saw the ever- 
increasing host of faithful men and wo- 
men who would gather around him as 
these had done. He saw his own sweet- 
ness and light carried by renewed life 
innumerable into the dark and putrid 
places of humanity. He saw himself 
magnified and reproduced everywhere. 
He saw morning breaking for all in the 
world in the lamp which he had kindled. 
He spoke not to these twelve men alone. 
He spoke to his own through all gen- 
erations. The words are in our ears. 
They speak to our hearts and con- 
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sciences. If we believe in him they be- 
long to us. If we love him they are 
true of us. ‘You are the salt of the 
earth; you are the light of the world!’ ” 

1. You are the salt of the earth. Salt 
has two functions —to season and to 
preserve. Its first function is to season. 
Salt gives food taste and saves it from 


- being flat and insipid. As a child once 


explained, ‘‘Salt is what makes food 
taste bad when you don’t put it in.’’ 
The function of the Christian is to sea- 
sou life so that men everywhere shall 
find it purer, lovelier, more enjoyable, 
cleaner, for the saving salt of their 
character. The Christian virtues make 
life really worth living. 

Some think that religion, especially 
the Puritan conception of Christianity 
is a kill-joy. And some Christians have 
indeed made the mistake of opposing 
simple joys that are perfectly innocent 
in themselves. On the other hand there 
are some sensual pleasures, some social 
amusements, some attractive vices that 
finally destroy happiness and are incon- 
sistent with true Christian living. But 
the religion of Jesus does not make 
life insipid; it makes it pleasant, rich 
and satisfying, not for some men only, 
but for all men everywhere. Life with- 
out the Christian virtues, as we have 
come to see more clearly in recent years, 
becomes a life that is not worth living, 
that is intolerably cruel, and that will 
in, the end destroy civilization itself. As 
followers of Christ, it is our duty to 
make life wholesome and zestful, not 
only for our children, but also for chil- 
dren in the slums; not only for Ameri- 
ean children, but also for children in 
other lands. ‘‘You are the salt of the 
earth,’’ Jesus said. 

Salt not only seasons, 
serves. It destroys germs and prevents 
decay. That function was more in evi- 
dence in Jesus’ day when there was no 
artificial ice and no electric refrigera- 
tion than it is in our own. 

Agents of decay are working today to 
destroy the character of individuals; to 
undermine the foundations of our fam- 
ily life, our economic life, our political 
life, and to spoil international under- 
standing. We have seen the corruption 
which these germs have produced in 
lands. Unless checked they will 
bring civilization once more to the verge 
of collapse. Christians and the Chris- 
tian virtues alone can preserve society 
from decay. Political and economic 
panaceas are important, but they are not 


it also pre- 


our 


enough. Germs which destroy the health 
of humanity must be destroyed; society 
must be made wholesome and pleasant 
for all. 

But there is danger that the salt will 
lose its savor. Chemically this is not 
possible, but practically it often hap- 
pened in Palestine that the salt was 
mixed with dirt and became therefore 
quite worthless. So the Christian often 
does not affect his environment but is 
instead affected by his environment; he 
does not transform the world but is 
conformed to the world. Salt that had 
become corrupt was good neither for 
the land nor for the dunghill; it could 
neither tertilize nor purify; and as a 
troublesome harmful thing it would be 
cast into the roadway where it could 
not do much harm, there to be trodden 
under foot of men. 


This was the doom which Jesus 
warned might befall the church if it 
failed to fulfill its function in the 
world. And it has happened over and 


over again as Jesus predicted. Many in 
our own day have turned against the 
church, not because it was salt, but be- 
cause in their estimation it had become 
a narcotic; not because it destroyed the 
agents of decay, but because it taught 
men to accept injustice in the world 
and to live in hopes of the world to 
come—“pie um the sky bye and bye.” 
For some, we are forced to admit, re- 
ligion has become an opiate; but those 
who follow Christ’s way of life are the 
salt of the earth. 

2. You are the light of the world. 
The world, Jesus intimates, is enveloped 
in darkness. Certainly that is true in 
our own day. We did not recognize it so 
clearly a generation ago, but we recog- 
nize it now. Somehow we have missed 
the way; and science, education, in- 
dustry, military victory, even world or- 
ganization, do not guarantee that we 
shall find it. ‘‘You are the light of the 
world,’’ Jesus told his followers. 

What a lamp is to a home, to the 
one-roomed cottage of the Oriental 
peasant, that the Christian must be to 
the world. He, and he alone, has that 
truth about God and man which can dis- 
pel the darkness of the world’s igno- 
rance and sin and can lighten the way 
that leads to peace and security for all 
mankind. 

‘““A city set on a hill cannot be hid, 
nor do men light a lamp and put it under 
a bushel. . . .’’ So the Christian’s life 
cannot be concealed, whether he fails 
or whether he succeeds, whether he be 
little or whether he be great. A Chris- 
tian who falls into sin attracts more at- 
tention than a non-Christian; a follower 
of Christ who shuts his heart against 
human need arouses hatred against the 
cause of Christ. As Dr. Merrill points 
out: ‘Christianity has spread through 
the shining lights, Brooks, Drummond, 
Moody, Wesley, Luther, Wyclif, St. 
Francis and a host of others, who shine 
like great beacons that cannot be hid. 
But it has spread at least as much, and 
probably far more, through the simple 
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candlelight in innumerable homes. Not 
every Christian can build a city on a 
hill; but every Christian can light a 
candle,’’ that in his corner of the earth, 
at least, the darkness shall not fall. 

How can a Christian carry out his 
responsibility in public life? Not only 
by the words which he speaks (though 
Jesus does not underestimate the power 
of words) but also by the life which 
he lives. ‘‘Let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.” We reveal God 
most clearly in the world, we spread the 
light most effectively, when we live lives 
that reflect the spirit of Christ and that 
will lead men to glorify the God and 
Father of us all.’’* 


8. The Kingdom is like leaven, Mt. 


13:33. Jesus is speaking of the growth 
of the Kingdom. From small begin- 
nings it will finally overshadow the 


earth—“‘like a grain of mustard which 
a man took and sowed in his field; 
it is the smallest of all seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests 
in its branches.”’ And its influence will 
gradually permeate the whole of life— 
“like leaven which a woman took and 
hid in three measures of meal, till it 
was all leavened.” 

“Leaven is invisible and inward,” 
yeorge A. Buttrick points out in his 
Parables of Jesus: 


“So is the Kingdom of God. It 
‘cometh not with observation.’ It has 
no tariff laws or trade returns. Its 
thrones are not propped on bayonets. 
Its stock is not quoted on the Exchange. 
Its coming is not heralded in the press. 
Its fortunes are not debated in senates 
and parliaments. Its advance is not 
registered in church statistics, nor do 
denominations mark its bounds. It is 
invisible and inward, like honor, pity 
and courage. 

“How far the leaven has penetrated 
who can tell? Many who do not name 
his name implicitly confess his benign 
mastery. Many who deny or forget him 
live under freedoms and ameliorations 
that he has given. Hospitals are but 
one visible token of his spreading in- 
fluence. The process will continue until 
the whole is leavened — our business, 
churches, politics and pleasures.’’ 


And by whom will this influence be 
spread? By ‘“‘the kindly Christian neigh- 
bor, the church worker who can always 
be relied upon to fill in, the doctor who 
wears his health away serving his pa- 
tients, the lawyer who administers faith- 
fully the affairs turned over to him, the 
mill foreman whom everyone admires 
for his fairness, the working man who 
earns his wage and with it the respect 
of employer and associates, the farmer 
whose neat and productive acres reflect 
a fidelity of character everywhere rec- 
ognized” (Earl L. Douglas), by men and 


*Adapted from the author’s Sermon 
on the Mount, published by the John 
Knox Press. 


14 


women in every walk of life who carry 
their Christian principles into the whole 
of life. 


Il. As Seen by Peter 


Jesus, as we observed last week, laid 
down the twin principles ‘which have 
governed his followers through the ages: 
“Render unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
which are God’s.”” There came a time, 
not long after the crucifixion of Jesus, 
when the disciples were called upon to 
decide as to their primary allegiance. 
The Sanhedrin had arrested the apostles 
and strictly forbidden them to speak any 
longer in the name of Jesus. Peter did 
not hesitate. ‘‘We must obey God 
rather than men,” he said, and his 
words mean that if there is a conflict 
we must obey God rather than the state. 
And these words have been re-echoed 
by Christians in every century since, in- 
cluding our own. 

What is to be the Christian’s attitude 
in a hostile and threatening society? 
Peter faces that question in the first 
Epistle which bears his name, an epistle 
written just as the great persecution 
under Nero was about to break over the 
church with all its fury. 

Peter begins his counsel with a word 
of reassurance, ‘‘Who is there to harm 
you if you are zealous for what is 
right?’”’ This was true of the general- 
ity of Christians in that age and has 
been in most subsequent ages, but not 
always. Peter does not mean to sug- 
gest that it will be universally true. 
He begins to qualify his assurance in 
the next sentence and in the paragraphs 
that follow recognizes that suffering for 
all and persecution for many in his own 
day is inevitable. 

‘But even if you do suffer for right- 
eousness’ sake. . . .” It was physical 
suffering that Peter had in mind. Soon 
after these words were written Chris- 
tians were called upon to go to the 
stake because of their faith in Christ. 
Christians have suffered in many lands 
because of their faith in our genera- 
tion. That possibility seems so remote 
in the United States that it may be that 
these words have little significance for 
us. But Christians today who live up 
to their faith often meet ridicule or 
opposition that is harder for some to 
bear than actual persecution. And to 
be fully Christian may mean a heavy 
loss in income. What ought to be the 
Christian’s attitude when he faces suffer- 
ing, criticism, persecution or loss? Peter 
gives three suggestions: 

1. Don’t be afraid. His words might 
be translated, ‘‘Don’t fear what your 
enemies try to make you fear; don’t let 
yourselves be troubled.” How can we 
help being afraid? Peter tells us. 
Drive out the fear of man by the fear 
of God. ‘‘Reverence Christ as Lord.” 
Remember his words: ‘‘Whosoever shall 
deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father in heaven’ (Mt. 
10:33). The fear of losing her young 
will inspire the timid bird to throw her- 


self before the steps of men. ‘‘And 
when a man so fears God as that he 
fears to sin against him, he will find 
God to be a sanctuary into which he 
may retreat and enjoy an inviolable de- 
fence.”’ 

2. “Be prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who calls you to account. . . .” 
We are not always to be talking about 
our faith, but proving it by divine deeds, 
But when questioned we should always 
be ready to give a satisfactory reply. 
Religion has nothing to fear from 
science, from historical criticism of the 
Bible. Not all of us perhaps will be 
prepared to answer objections in terms 
of science or in terms of historical 
criticism (though if the church were 
wiser, it would ground its young people 
more firmly in the faith from the in- 
tellectual standpoint), but we should be 
able to speak convincingly from our per- 
sonal experience. And let us give our 
reasons or conduct our arguments in a 
temper which shall be the best evidence 
of the divine character of our faith. 
Peter suggests that it be with ‘‘gentle- 
ness’ (King James: ‘‘meekness’’) or 
courtesy toward man and reverential 
love toward God. 

3. ‘‘Keep your conscience clear.” If 
we do keep our own consciences clear 
false reports regarding our conduct will 
generally be disproved. We will be able 
to live down misrepresentation and 
slander. Envy and malice will be ex- 
posed. At least this is generally so. 
Those who scoff are usually compelled 
in the end to respect consistent Chris- 
tian conduct. But if such be not the 
case, it is better to suffer for well-doing 
than for evil-doing. 


For Further Consideration 


‘“‘How can men and women who stand 
in the stress . . of life be helped to 
see how they can obey just there the 
will of God? The fact is that in their 
occupations, whether they are doctors, 
lawyers, industrialists, farmers, steel 
workers, etc., they live in an increas- 
ingly secularized world. How to live 
and work there as Christians, as mem- 
bers of the church; how to give witness 
to their faith; how to think about the 
bearing of the Christian faith on the 
economic, social, political and cultural 
realities and backgrounds, is for most 
of them a mystery. They are left to 
their own wits, which means that they 
largely live a life divided into two sep- 
arate compartments, resulting in frus- 
trations and the weakening of spiritual 
vitality. The church is for them not 
their source of strength and light, but a 
place for the satisfaction of a religious 
need isolated from the everyday reali- 
ties of a modern world moulded by the 
effects of industrialism, technics and 
standardization.” 


So reads the “Report on the Signifi- 
cance of the Laity in the Church’ to 
the World Council meeting in Amster- 
dam. Is this a correct statement? If 
so, what can be done about it? 


(Lesson Commentary based on “In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons,” 
copyrighted 1951 by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. Scriptures quotations 
from the Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE WHOLE ARMOR. By Faith 
Baldwin. Rinehart & Co., New York. 
344 pp., $3.00. 

The personal and professional prob- 
lems of the Protestant clergyman, woven 
together on the threads of romance, 
near-tragedy and glorious achievement, 
becomes a novel which is refreshing as a 
breath of fresh air to all who love life. 
Every reader will find some facet of 
his own experience reflected in the true- 
to-life situations in which the author 
casts her characters. 

The Whole Armor contributes simple, 
yet vital and worthwhile, counselling 
concerning some of the most prevalent 
problems with which Twentieth Century 
human life has to deal: marriage, 
love, pride, alcoholism, suffering, etc. 
Here, counsellors, and those in need of 
counselling, will find stimulation. The 
author’s understanding of life, her skill 
in translating this understanding into 
artistic language, plus a sense of humor, 
make The Whole Armor interesting and 
entertaining for all. 

WILLIAM H. KADEL. 

Tampa, Fla. 





THE SECRET OF GOD. By Robert 
D. Hershey. The Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia. 162 pp. $1.75. 

This is a good book by one of the 
younger Lutheran ministers. The title 
of the book indicates the nature of the 
chapters of it. ‘The Secret of the Chris- 
tian, of redemption, of faith, of the 
cross,” and other great doctrines of 
Christian life, are presented in popular 
messages. The contents of the book 
blend the old and the new, the theology 
of the Bible in modern language. The 
book makes good reading for young 
adults, and for all of those interested 
in the doctrines of the Christian Church. 

MARSHALL C. DENDY. 

Orlando, Fla. 


PASTORAL COUNSELING. By Car- 
roll A. Wise. Harper and Bros., New 
York. 221 pp., $2.75. 

“The central element in pastoral 
counseling, as in all pastoral care, is the 
relationship that the pastor creates with 
his people.” This statement from the 
conclusion is the thesis of this book. 

The author of this book is an ordained 
minister who has served as pastor, as 
chaplain in a mental hospital and is now 
professor of pastoral psychology and 
counseling at Garrett Biblical Institute. 

One of the strong points of this book 
is that it does not seek to give easy an- 
swers that would make up for lack of 
consecrated effort and study. Instead 
of presenting the pastor as an oracle to 
give authoritative answers to every per- 
sonal problem, it seeks to develop the 
pastor’s function as a channel through 
which the grace of God becomes a liv- 
ing reality to men and women in need. 
“He (the pastor) does not try to be- 
come God, he tries to create conditions 
through which the grace of God can op- 
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erate to produce healing and growth.” 
The book gives definite and specific 

help, not only through the understand- 

ing of personality problems but also in 

the realm of ‘“‘what do I do about it?” 

a question that many pastors ask. 

CHARLES E. S. KRAEMER. 

Charlotte, N. C. 





CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $3, cash with order. 





BOOKS 





WBE BUY USED BOOKS. Send list or ask 
about our purchase plan. Baker Book- 
house, Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 


POSITION WANTED 





WANTED: Position as High School Coach, 

teacher of Social Studies. Young Pres- 
byterian deacon, A. B. and M. Ed., grad. 
University Mo., Physical Ed., Popular with 
young people. Wife gifted church worker: 
an accomplished musician and choir direc- 
tor. Wire or write Melvin Reeves, Bates- 
ville, Arkansas. Fortunate will be the 
school or community securing them. C. G. 
Gunn, Town and Country Church, Fulton, 
Mo. 





ART GLASS WINDOWS 





FOR SALE—one large Rose Window 8 ft. 

Diam. 2 windows 8 ft. high by 3 ft. 
wide one 8 ft. by 4 ft. Can furnish photos 
upon request. Priced reasonably. Write 
George M. Allen, First Presbyterian 
Church, Brooksville, Fla, 





a NEW tool 


Oe, 








_— AGuide for 
= an 
= Che Sch 


>. 








for building a successful 
Religious Education 


Program in your church 





$1.00. 


above. 


Presbyterian Church School. 








a guide 
‘‘A Guide for Presbyterian Church Schools.’’ 
leaders examine their educational program in order to improve it. 


a leaflet 


‘*Next Steps in Church School Progress.’’ 
To be used in Workers’ Conferences to introduce the study book 


10e each, or free with each copy of the GUIDE 


a poster 
Graphically describes the purpose, principles, and program of a 
10c each, or free with each copy of the GUIDE 


Order from Presbyterian Book Stores 
Richmond 9, Virginia 


Plan NOW for 


Designed to help 


© Dallas 1, Texas 








Religious Education Season 


September | 


- October 6 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


OHANGES 








W. Jack Lewis, who has been study- 

ing in Scotland and travelling on the 
Continent during the past year, will re- 
turn to 704 Sparks Ave., Austin, Texas, 
with his family this month. 
McChesney, Suffolk, Va., 
has call to the 
church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Chesney and Miss Anne 
Suffolk, were married July 7. 

LeRoy P. Burney, who has served as 
executive coordinator of the Program of 


Graham C. 
Covenant 
Mr. Me- 
Johnson, ol 


accepted a 


Progress in Decatur, Ga., resigned as of 
August 1. 

Archie C. Ray, 
cently called to Cascade Road 
church, Atlanta, will be at 1525 
Boulevard Lorraine, SW, after Sept. 1. 

Raymond C. Flitton, 
Belle Haven, Va., 
churches, is to be the 
the Lynnhaven, Va., church. 

Robt. L. Cowen, former Wichita Falls, 


Hammond, La., re- 
the 


Ga., 


pastor of the 
and Powellton 


new pastor of 


Texas, pastor, is now stated supply of 
the Clarendon, Texas, church. 

Stanley Lee Bennett, formerly of the 
York, S. C., ARP church, is now pastoi 
of the Craig Avenue ARP church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., with his 
Monroe Rd. 

Kk. H. Hamilton, and 
Huntington, W. Va., 
aries to China, are sailing 
they 


roe 
Vvouvwb 


home at 


Mrs. 
long-time 


Hamilton, 
mission- 
Sept. 20 for 
work 
Hunt- 
will be 


Japan, where will 
the Chinese. They leave 
ington Sept. 8 Their 
No. 1, Yamada Cho, 3 Chome, Nada Ku, 
Kobe, Japan. 

Edward H. 
Ga., will pastor of 
ehureh, Monroe, Ga., RED. 

Jack M. Croup from Street, Md., to 
3808 Patterson Ave., Baltimore 7, Md. 

James I. McCord, who. with his fam- 


Kobe, 
among 
address 


Forest Park, 
the Pannell 


Overcash, 


become 


ily, has spent a year of study in Scot- 
land, is returning to his duties at Austin 
2621 Austin 5, 
Texas, leaving Edinburgh Aug 12. 

Ww. W. 


in King 


Seminary, Speedway, 
Arrowood, professor of Bible 
College, Bristol, Tenn., is to 
become pastor of the Rowland, N. C., 
church. 

Irby D. Terrell, executive secretary of 
has accepted a 
Memorial 


Presbytery, 


Melver 


Abingdon 

call to the 

Bristol, Va. 
Ernest L. Helsley from Lake Jackson, 

Ark. 

United Presbyte- 


ehurch, 


Texas, to Gurdon. 

R. W. Thompson, a 
rian minister who has been serving the 
€t. Mary’s, Ga., US church, has retired 
from the active ininistry. 

Gabriel G. Williamson from Seward. 
Neb., to 1707 Otoe St., Lincoln, Neb. 

Fred J. Lenk from Tallahassee, Fla., 
to Coulterville, Ill. 

Tom B. Anderson, formerly of Helena, 
Ark., now at the First church, Lubbock, 
Texas, is at 1310 Ave. N. 


16 


J. R. Miller, former United Presby- 
terian of Knoxville, Tenn., College, has 
been installed as pastor of Trinity 
church, Jackson, Miss. 

M. G. Lyerly, Apopka, Fla., will be- 
the Smallwood, N. C., 
month. 


come pastor of 


church late this 


DEATH 


_ Robert Lowry Owen, 69, died at his 
home in Bellaire, Texas, July 30. He 
was the retired superintendent of home 
missions for Brazos Presbytery. 


MONTREAT BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Speakers at the Montreat, N. C., Bible 
Conference have been announced as fol- 


lows: 
N. 3. 
ton, 


AUG. 9-12: Geo. M. Docherty, 
Avenue (USA) church, Washing- 
D. C.; Geza Soos, of the Refugee 
Division of the World Council of 
Churches; Daniel Iverson, longtime pas- 
tor of the Shenandoah church, Miami, 
Fla.; J. B. Morrow, Worthing, England. 

AUG. 12-16: Methodist Bishop Hazen 
G. Werner; Felix B. Gear, Columbia 
Seminary;D. Elton Trueblood, Earlham 
College, Ind.; J. Pitt-Watson, Glasgow, 
Scotland; and Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Mon- 
treat, who will report on his recent trip 
to Formosa. 


STATED CLERK 
J. W. Bryson, Pine 
the new stated clerk of 


Bluff, 
East 


Ark., is 
Arkansas 
Presbytery. 





Work. 





lithing 
IS GOD’S BUSINESS PLAN 


We, our time, talents and money are His invest- 
ments, and the Bible says a fair return is expected. 
Finaneing of the Church’s Mission-—introducing 
people to Christ—is dependent upon Christians 


rendering at least 10% of their ineomes to the 


It’s God’s Plan. 


WILL YOU PUT YOUR FAITH TO THE TEST 


and Tithe 10% of Your Income 


FOR 13 WEEKS 


SEPT. 15.....DEC. 15? 
* 


Has Your Church already adopted | 
GOD’S BUSINESS PLAN | 


Our Tithing Adventure? 
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